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ELA.07.SR.02.03.055 C2 T3 
Sample Item ID: ELA.07.SR.02.03.055 

Grade/Model: 07/1c 
Claim: 2. Students can produce effective writing for a range of 

purposes and audiences. 
Assessment 

Target(s): 
3. WRITE/REVISE BRIEF TEXTS: Apply a variety of strategies 
when writing or revising one or more paragraphs of 
informational/explanatory text: organizing ideas by stating and 
maintaining a focus/tone, providing appropriate transitional 
strategies for coherence, developing a topic including relevant 
supporting evidence/vocabulary and elaboration, or providing a 
conclusion appropriate to purpose and audience 

Secondary Target(s): n/a 
Standard(s): W-2a, W-2b, W-2c, W-2d, W-2e, and/or W-2f 

DOK: 2 
Difficulty: M 

Item Type: Selected Response 
Score Points: 1 

Key: B 
Stimulus/Passage(s): “Orangutans” 

Stimulus/Text 
Complexity: 

n/a (student writing) 

Acknowledgement(s): Testing Contractor, based on Patricia Miller-Schroeder’s 
Orangutans: The Untamed World (Chicago: Raintree, 2004), pp. 
39, 22, 23, 60, 61 

Item/Task Notes:  
How this task 

contributes to the 
sufficient evidence 

for this claim: 

This item provides evidence of students’ ability to clearly establish 
a topic and employ appropriate vocabulary when writing short 
informational/explanatory texts. 

Target-Specific 
Attributes (e.g., 

accessibility issues): 

Requires students to read text one grade-level below tested level 
and either use a mouse or indicate correct response. Alternative 
formats and/or support may be required for visually and 
physically impaired students. 

 
 
Stimulus Text:  
 
Read the passage and complete the task that follows it.  
 

Orangutans 
 

When they are hungry, they can use sticks to open their favorite 
fruit. These great apes can make at least 13 different kinds of 
noises to send messages to other orangutans; they can also 
“talk” to each other by making signs with their hands. 
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Orangutans can easily learn to use zippers and to open latches. 
From watching humans, some have even learned to wash 
clothes and paddle canoes! 

 
Item Stem:  
 
This paragraph about orangutans is missing a thesis statement. 
Select the most appropriate thesis statement to begin the 
paragraph. 

 
Options: 
 
A. I am going to tell you about orangutans and their skills. 

 
B. Orangutans are very intelligent animals. 
 
C. Orangutans are the monkeys most like humans. 

 
D. Orangutans like to do many interesting things. 

 
Distractor Analysis: 
 
A. Incorrect: This sentence is not the most appropriate thesis statement because it uses 

the first-person point of view, which is usually avoided in informational text and does 
not match the style of this stimulus. 

 
B. Correct: This is the best thesis statement. It concisely states the main idea of the 

paragraph in a way that links all of the supporting information about orangutans, and 
it reflects the style of the stimulus. 

 
C. Incorrect: This sentence is not the most appropriate thesis statement. It reflects an 

imprecise use of language because orangutans are referred to in the passage as 
“great apes,” not “monkeys.” It also makes a comparative claim that is not supported 
by the stimulus paragraph. 

 
D. Incorrect: Although this sentence supports the ideas within the paragraph, it is not 

specific enough to serve as a thesis statement. 
 
 


